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Scientific research reveals the critical impact of a child’s “environment of relationships” 
on developing brain architecture during the first months and years of life. We have long 
known that interactions with parents, caregivers, and other adults are important in a 
child’s life, but new evidence shows that these relationships actually shape brain circuits 
and lay the foundation for later developmental outcomes, from academic performance and 
interpersonal skills to physical and mental health.1 

In January, Brighter Beginnings opened a new program focusing on impacting the 
“environment of relationship” for infants and toddlers.  With Federal ARRA funds, Brighter 
Beginnings has partnered with the City of Oakland Department of Human Services to 
provide an Early Head Start program to 84 children and pregnant women in Oakland’s 
most vulnerable communities.  Brighter Beginnings’ EHS program targets pregnant and 
parenting teens, English learning families, and children with disabilities.  

Early Head Start Fosters Hopeful Futures

1	 National Scientific Council on the Developing Child (2004). Young Children Develop in an Environment of 
	 Relationships: Working Paper No. 1. Retrieved from www.developingchild.harvard.edu

In Spanish, Mien, and American Sign Language, the Oakland EHS staff reaches out to the 
largely non-native English speaking community of family clients.  Our Program Manager, 
Molly Fivian, has 19 years of Early Childhood Education Management experience, focusing 
in language and literacy development, and infant/toddler development.  The wealth 
and depth of the staff’s knowledge in local social service resources, early childhood 
development and education allows them to cultivate themselves as authentic sources of 
support to the families they work with.  The EHS team builds partnerships with parents to 
ensure the happy and healthy development of children and the overall stability of family 
life.  
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From the Executive Director

Dear Readers,

The hills are alive with reminders that Spring has 
sprung and everywhere you see evidence of the 
growth that came from our wet winter. You can also 
see signs of growth at Brighter Beginnings. In this 
newsletter you will see how busy we have been, 
launching new programs such as Early Head Start 
and VITA. Our Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
(VITA) sites have already returned more than 
$150,000 in tax credits to our strapped families 
earning on average $21,000 annually. At the same 
time, the numbers of families and children who need 
our support has grown even more. A recent report 
from the UCLA Center for Health Policy Research 
reported that nearly 2 million Californians lost their 
health insurance during 2008 and 2009, bringing 
the total number of uninsured in the State to more 
than 8 million. Loss of health insurance is a major factor in the 
rise of housing foreclosures and homelessness. This is just one 
symptom of the link between wealth and health which has led 
Brighter Beginnings to invest time and effort in developing our 
capacity to deliver asset building strategies.
 
For 26 years, Brighter Beginnings has largely focused on programs 
that work toward impacting the disparities in birth outcomes, 
increasing access to health and family support services in our 
communities, but not directly engaging in financial education 
or asset building activities. In the last three years, Brighter 
Beginnings has engaged in a deliberate effort to transform 
our organization into a Family Strengthening organization, 
incorporating the Life Course framework, which together creates 
the intentional logic of integrating both health and wealth asset 
building into our programmatic approach.

Family Strengthening is a deliberate process of giving parents the 
necessary opportunities, relationships, networks, and supports 
to raise their children successfully. This includes involving 
parents as decision-makers in how their communities meet 
family needs. The family strengthening approach is a framework 
for serving children and families that is rooted in the following 
principles: Family is the most fundamental factor influencing the 
lives and outcomes of children and families are strong when they 
are supported by safe and thriving neighborhoods.  

What we know is that many of our neighborhoods are not thriving. 
Violence and gang activity are more apparent than families playing 
at the local park. School drop-outs continue to climb, while many 
of the after-school programs are being cut. These pictures do not 
bode well for the future. That is why we are building an intentional 
approach to building our connections with the communities we 
serve. In the last year, Brighter Beginnings began integrating 
financial education and asset-building into our programs and 
services.  We launched three new VITA programs, which are now 
operating in Antioch, Richmond and Oakland. Our staff have been 
trained by a financial education partner, Community Financial 
Resources, on leading groups which focus on “Why Be Banked.” 
We now provide alternatives to payday loans by becoming a 
CFR Debit Card enroller. We have integrated the Why Be Banked 
module into our Fatherhood curriculum, which is being provided 
at two substance abuse residential recovery programs for men: 

Discovery House and North Richmond Neighborhood House. We 
are planning to launch a “Dads, Wealth and Child’s Health” group 
focusing on fathers with young children at our Antioch First 5 
Center in May or June. This month, all our staff will have two 

half-day training sessions on financial coaching by 
a locally recognized expert. By May, we will have a 
financial education program that will be integrated 
into all of our home visiting programs.  In June, we 
will be partnering with the C.E.O. Women to pilot 
their new DVD and financial education and training 
series, the Grand Café Training, to immigrant 
women in Antioch/East Contra Costa.

We know we are still scratching the surface in terms 
of helping families with “Extreme Asset Poverty,” a 
new term I just learned from a webinar yesterday, 
“Struggling to Make Ends Meet.” However, the more I 
learn about the connection between wealth-building 
assets, such as education and savings accounts, and 
health and wellbeing, I become further convinced 
and committed to grow our efforts in an integrated 

and transformative model. Just a few of the research statistics 
that have inspired me:

4 People who own assets—such as a savings account for college
—are more likely to have a more positive outlook and higher 
expectations for their futures and the futures of their children.1 

4 The child of a mother who finishes college is twice as likely to 
recognize letters in kindergarten as one whose mother lacks a 
high school education.2 

4 A 1% increase in wealth provides a 5% boost to a young man’s 
chance of escaping a low-wage job.1

4 California ranks 50th (out of 51, with DC) in the US for highest 
% of the population that has NOT graduated from High School.3

At Brighter Beginnings, we now know that a positive change in the 
attitudes and behaviors of parents around finance management 
will impact their children. This type of change has implications 
for positive outcomes in health, education, and asset building.  
We are seeing the connections, and are committed to helping 
our families see the connections too, and work with them to 
add personal goals for increasing wealth along with goals for 
increasing health and wellness.

We cannot do this work without the investment of time, materials 
and money from our donors. Last year we had record growth 
in in-kind donations and volunteers, and our total donations 
from individuals also increased by 250%! We had a banner year 
with our 25th Anniversary events, our 2nd Annual Serving Up a 
Brighter Beginnings Tennis Tournament, and our very successful 
Bright Lights of Paris Gala. Then at year’s end, many donors 
continued the pattern and contributed to our Holiday appeal, 
while also participating in Adopt-A-Family. We hope to continue 
this growth into 2010 and to that end we are creating more 
opportunities to get to know our donors. We will be launching 
a monthly e-news starting in May, so we would really like to get 
your email addresses so we can continue to inform you of the 
impacts we are making ensure that Every Family Matters, and 
Every Child has the opportunity for a Happy, Healthy Future.

Barbara Bunn McCullough, Ph.D. 

1  “SEED: Why Children’s Development Accounts? Arguments and Evidence to Support Long-Term Asset-Building 
2   Accounts for America’s Youth, Corporation for Enterprise Development. August 2008.
3   Early Child Development in Social Context: A Chartbook. Child Trends Center for Child Health Research.
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Parent-Child Educator Profile:  Tobie Kaye
While spending the day at a preschool for neurologically impaired children in second grade, 
Parent-Child Educator Tobie Kaye discovered his passion for social work. Tobie recalls a specific 
incident, reflecting, “I spent all day trying to get a nonverbal little boy to try and interact with me, 
and right when the day was ending he just came and plopped in my lap.”  

Like many of our clients, Tobie took an untraditional path to get 
where he is today. Upon leaving high school at fifteen, Tobie worked 
providing respite care for autistic children and became the first
community college student to serve as an intern at the (now closed)
Children’s Hospital Oakland Autism Intervention Program. He
eventually graduated with a BA in Psychology from Mills College 
in Oakland. 

Tobie firmly believes that Early Head Start at Brighter Beginnings is a 
much needed resource for the community because he sees daily “how 
incredibly unequal resources are and how this impacts children starting in
utero. Montclair is less than five miles away from where most of our clients live, but is a world 
away when it comes to a child’s experience growing up. At Early Head Start we are trying to 
transcend those patterns and give our clients the same opportunities as any other child in 
Oakland, regardless of where they live.” 

nine-week fatherhood classes in a few short months, 
reaching out to two residential recovery centers—
Discovery House in Martinez and Neighborhood House 
in Richmond. Classes focus on the experiences and 
challenges of young, low-income, and noncustodial fathers 
to engender dialogue around manhood, communication, 
stress and conflict, and understanding how children learn 
from their parents. Wendell has also successfully piloted 
and implemented our new Financial Education program 
with these groups.

In response to increased community interest in fatherhood 
programs, PAPAS will expand in April to include fatherhood 
support groups at Brighter Beginnings’ Richmond and 
Antioch centers. These support groups will help the 
men become active, responsive fathers, combining fun 
activities with their children with educational and stress 
management components. The PAPAS program has 
already grown significantly since Wendell started, and will 
continue to grow to reflect the needs of the fathers in our 
community.

Brighter Beginnings invites you to celebrate our community 
of fathers! We will be sponsoring a Father’s Day event in 
June.  We hope you can join us!  Look for updates soon.

“Help A Mother Out” Provides Diapers
Rosa’s paycheck was eleven days away when she ran out of diapers for 
both her 22-month-old and her newborn. Andrea, a mother of 6-month-
old twins, was just a few days away from the first of the month, but had 
to choose between diapers and the utilities bill, which was already late.  
Sammy, a single dad with a 14-month old daughter, was just laid off and 
had no savings.

On any given day, Brighter Beginnings works with approximately 500 
moms and dads from Alameda and Contra Costa Counties. We know that 
for parents of infants and toddlers, diapers can be a huge expense, costing 
on average $80-$120 per month. Amounting to about 20% of their income, 
financial constraints force parents to choose between diapers and other 
basic needs. State-wide reductions in other assistance programs like food 
banks, food stamps, and WIC make choices even harder.

Brighter Beginnings has witnessed the need for diapers more than triple 
in the past year. Families receiving public assistance have only a few 
hundred dollars per month to make ends meet, including rent, utilities, 
and household needs. Working families are struggling just as hard as the 
demand for basic critical resources has increased dramatically in recent 
months across our client demographic.

Lisa Truong and Rachel Fudge started Help A Mother Out to attempt 
to fill in the gaps where other assistance programs fall short. Through 
their website, donors can send much-needed diapers directly to the

organization of their choice.  
In 2009, Help A Mother Out 
provided diapers to over 250 
Brighter Beginnings families 
in need. Their invaluable 
support eased the stress for 
parents awaiting their next 
paycheck. 

For more information on 
ways you can Help A Mother 
Out, check out http://www.
helpamotherout.org

Parent-Child Educator Tobie 
Kaye asserted, “Early Head 
Start is such a crucial service 
for many families in Oakland. 
Raising a new baby can be 
challenging for the most pre-
pared families, and it can feel 
overwhelming and impossible 
for many of our clients who are 
also struggling with housing 
problems and homelessness, 
unemployment, domestic vio-
lence, mental illness, and a 
lack of support. I’m very happy 
to be the bridge that connects 
them to that help, and provide 
the space for them to focus on 
being a great parent.”  

Supporting PAPAS in Transition 

photograph by Patricia Leeds 

Brighter Beginnings staff with donated diapers.

Brighter Beginnings 
Fatherhood program,
 PAPAS (Promoting 
Advances in Paternal 
Accountability and 
Success), welcomed 
a new Program 
Manager, Wendell 
Stammps, MSW.  
Wendell hit the 
ground running,
starting a half dozen 

Tobie Kaye



 

I was inspired to get involved with 
Brighter Beginnings because I have been 
extremely fortunate in my life and given 
great opportunity to succeed. I always 
felt that mothers are the most important 
thing in a child’s life. So, if mothers are 
given the tools to succeed, so will their 
children. When I first read about what 
Brighter Beginnings did for mothers 
and their young children, I was really 
impressed with the services provided by 

the organization. At that point, I knew I wanted to be a part and 
help. I started helping with the Adopt-A-Family program.  Every 
dollar makes a difference. Our country is facing extremely hard 
economic times and more mothers need our help. I am motivated 
to continue to give because I don’t want mothers and their 

Did you know that studies have shown that 
children in families with as little as $3,000 
in savings have greater odds of graduating 
from high school than children in families 
without savings? 

Or that a 1% increase in wealth provides 
a 5% boost to a young man’s chance of 
escaping a low-wage job?

Brighter Beginnings’ launched a new finan-
cial education initiative, Family Economic 
Success, to help families achieve financial 
stability. Classes, workshops, tax prepara-
tion assistance and coaching are offered 
to help families plan their budgets, open 
bank accounts, avoid predatory lendors, 
and manage their money.  The Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program 
offering free tax preparation assistance 
and the Health-Wealth conference are two 
components of the initiative.

Free Tax Preparation Assistance  
George, a proud new father, came to our 
Richmond VITA site. Our volunteers helped 
him complete his forms, showing him that 
he could file as head of household and claim 
his new child as a dependent in 2009. As a 
result, George’s refund was significantly 
higher than he had anticipated.  

Donor Profile:  Troy Dangerfield

children to have to worry about basic things that everyone should 
have.  The services that Brighter Beginnings offers cost money to 
provide.  I believe that every dollar you spend helping someone in 
need you get back tenfold.  

4	$50 provides a low-income new mother diapers and emergency food and clothing
	 for a month
4	$100 helps a teen mother with transportation for a month
4	$250 provides two weeks of home-based support for a mother and child
4	$500 provides a month of counseling for a mother and child without health insurance
4	$1,000 provides a month of parenting and child play groups at one of our Family
	 Strengthening Centers

In 2009, Brighter Beginnings served
3,189 family members, 1,197 families, 1,192 children, and

1,283 teen parents (18% increase from FY 07/08).

Troy Dangerfield

All three Family Support Centers became 
VITA sites in February, offering free tax 
preparation assistance to families with 
a household income of $49,000 or less.  
Volunteers and staff have been working 
evenings and weekends to offer free tax 
assistance to clients and community resi-
dents. Over $32,000 in tax refunds were 
generated in our first week alone! Unlike 
many VITA sites, Brighter Beginnings also 
offered health enrollments, financial edu-
cation and access to prepaid debit cards 
to clients during tax preparation sessions.  
VITA sites will continue through April 8. 
Visit our website for more information.

Leading the Effort to
Bridge the Health/Wealth Gap 
“The wealthiest people have the most ac-
cess to power, resources and opportunity 
—and thus the best health. Those on the 
bottom are faced with more stressors—
unpaid bills, jobs that don’t pay enough, 
unsafe living conditions, exposure to en-
vironmental hazards, lack of control over 
work and schedule, worries over children 
– and the fewest resources available to 
help them cope. The net effect is a health-
wealth gradient, in which every descend-

ing rung of the socioeconomic ladder 
corresponds to worse health. And it’s not 
just the poorest among us who are suffer-
ing, but the middle classes too.” (“In Sick-
ness and In Wealth,” Unnatural Causes: Is 
Inequality Making Us Sick?  Prod. Califor-
nia Newsreel; 2008.)

Dr. McCullough, Brighter Beginnings’ Ex-
ecutive Director, serves on the steering 
committee of the Health-Wealth Connec-
tion Collaborative of the East Bay (HWCC).  
“There is a compelling body of literature 
that indicates a strong correlation between 
socioeconomic status and health status,” 
says Dr. McCullough. “The collaborative 
was formed to develop deeper under
standing and shared actions across health- 
and wealth-building organizations.”

The Health-Wealth Collaborative is work-
ing to create a paradigm shift in how we 
think about and address health disparities 
and the causes of poor health.  The collab-
orative will sponsor a day-long Health-
Wealth Symposium on June 23, 2010. The 
symposium will bring together individu-
als and organizations working to address 
economic and health disparities, and to 
support the health and wealth connection 
through research, services, and policy.  

HWCC steering committee members include 
representatives from Alameda County 
Public Health Department, Alameda 
County Community Asset Network (AC 
CAN), Brighter Beginnings, Community 
Financial Resources, First 5 Alameda 
County Every Child Counts, First 5 Con-
tra Costa, Family, Maternal and Child 
Health Programs - Contra Costa Health 
Services, Lao Family Community Devel-
opment, Contra Costa County Family Eco-
nomic Security Partnership, and Urban 
Strategies Council.  

New Family Economic Success Initiative 
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Dear Brighter Beginnings Family,

It is truly exciting to be the incoming President of the Board of Directors for Brighter Beginnings, 
one of the Bay Area’s most outstanding organizations dedicated to strengthening families so they 
produce happy, healthy children. I look forward to serving with great pleasure.

Over the past couple of years, Brighter Beginnings has experienced significant milestones. Last 
year our fundraising efforts, including the tennis tournament, our Mother’s Day fundraiser, the 
popular Adopt-A-Family program and our 25th anniversary fundraising gala, led to a record 
year in fundraising. That could not have been done without an engaged Board and a group of 
dedicated and hard working volunteers and donors who fully embrace our mission.  We thank 
you for your tireless hours as well as financial support that helped make our fundraising efforts 
successful.

Even with the amazing achievements, we will long remember 2009 as a year of great challenges.  
Due to California’s financial woes we lost more than $700,000 in state dollars last year. For a 
non-profit our size this was devastating.  As a result, we had to eliminate staff positions and 
adjust our delivery of services during a difficult period. However, we weathered the storm and 
continued to provide outstanding services to families in need throughout the Bay Area. I salute 
the staff and the organization’s leadership for persevering.

I am cautiously optimistic about our future as we see positive signs unfolding in 2010. I am 
extremely delighted to welcome two new board members to the Brighter Beginnings family—
Jill Gonzalez, a Senior Vice President with Bank of the West and Landis Graden, a partner with 
Dutra Cerro Graden, a real estate development and commercial brokerage firm. They bring 
outstanding leadership to the Board.

I also want to extend special thanks to Board members who recently stepped down due to term 
limits. Ann Marie McGee, who many of you know, was a tireless leader whose creative energy 
fueled numerous programs and activities and fundraisers such as the tennis tournament, Adopt-
A-Family, and the anniversary gala. Vicki Pilotti, who had the distinction of being the longest 
serving board member also stepped down after twenty one years of service. Vicki was a member 
of the Marketing Committee and had an institutional memory that was always helpful in keeping 
the organization strategically focused. Ann Marie and Vicki — you will both be missed.

In short, we still have challenges ahead, but there are incredible opportunities as well. We 
are being extremely creative about developing new programs and seeking new and expanded 
funding sources. I encourage everyone who has not yet done so, to consider making a financial 
contribution to Brighter Beginnings. If you are currently a contributor, we thank you so much 
for your donation and hope that you will continue to support what we think is the greatest 
organization in the Bay Area.  

Sincerely,  
Jim Hill

Families Touched
By Your Generosity
Brighter Beginnings extends our 
deepest gratitude to our donors 
who participated in our 14th 
Adopt-A-Family season! This year 
you made the holidays warmer and 
brighter, helping 280 struggling 
families provide both gifts and 
hope to their children. 
 
Through your contributions, the 
opportunity to give gifts to his 
children changed this father’s life. 
Your donations helped him re-
imagine his journey from substance 
abuse to responsible family man.

A mother living in transitional 
housing had no idea how she could 
possibly provide for her children, 
let alone give them gifts this holiday. 
She had $60 left in mid-December 
when she found out that she would 
be receiving seven boxes of gifts 
from her Adopt-A-Family donor! 

Your generosity has profoundly 
affected the lives of over 1,000 
people this holiday season!

See Page 7 for a list of our 2009 
Adopt-A-Family participants.
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We Love Our Donors!
Thanks to the generosity of our supporters, Brighter Beginnings is able to offer programs and services that make

a measurable difference in the lives of our clients and their families. For more information about making a donation,
please contact Jessica Blakemore, Executive Assistant, at 510-903-7515 or jblakemore@brighter-beginnings.org.

Donations may also be made online at www.brighter-beginnings.org.

        Thank you to the following individuals and organizations for their support in 2009:

Babies Matter Society
($1,000 a year for 5 years)
Ernie Bloomfield
Francine Jolton, MD
Jim Hill
Barbara & Stuart McCullough
Mariana Moore
The Pilotti Family
Alonzo Parsons
Mary Rocha
Anita Siegel
Rob Sykes

Angels
($10,000 or more)
East Bay Community Foundation 
Chevron Richmond

Benefactors
($5,000 to $10,000)
Contra Costa County County
Genentech
Kelly & Kent Hodgkinson
Kaiser Permanente
Allen Lescure
LIATIS Foundation
Mirant California
Mariani & Jon Salmon

Patrons
($1,000-$4,999)
Joseph Bernsten 
Janet & Larry Black
The Clorox Company
Angelica & Robert Davies
John Glass
Geoffrey & Lana Harris
Mary Janet & Wilbert Hill
Gianluca Iannaccone
Francine & David Jolton
Barbara & Frank Jordan 
Steve Lucas
The Marcus & Millichap Company
   Foundation
Pamela & Thomas McCauley
Ann Marie & Robert McGee
Barbara & Stuart McCullough
Helena & Peter Metcalf-Singelstad
Oracle Corporation
Lee Otsuki
Pacific Gas & Electric Company
The Pilotti Family
Debra Pitts & Brian Garrett
Mary Rocha
SVB Financial Group

Jill & William Wallace	
David & Marty Webb
Kimberly & Brian Wirtz

Friends
($250-$999)
ACOE Partnerships Foundation
Bank of the West
Vickie Barclay
Jessica Benner
Kathleen & Steve Bores
Fran & Steve Butler
Helene Byrne
Janine & Manny Campana
Michael & Kristi Carter
Ann Chihak Poff
Edward Church
Margot & Mario Corona
Veronica & Troy Dangerfield
Linda Davidson
Marge & Bill Deichman
East Bay Perinatal Medical Associates
Lana & Kenneth Fitzpatrick
Richard Glass
Joyce Gray
Paula Heckler
Pauline & Kris Holst
Cheryl & Chris Johns
Timothy Keeler
Hugh Keith
Christine & Robert Kaplan
Michael Keough
Wayne Krumrei
Kim Le
Rosemary & Stephen Macleod
Fiona & Simon Marlow
Gloria & Jim Martin
Lorna H. Martyn
Lisa & Walid Massarweh
Pam & Dane McCoy
Drew Mickel
Anne & Kirk Misaka
Shannon Moe & Chris Gill
David Niver, MD
Delanie & Craig Norton
Jody Parsons & Richard Wong
Mary Ann Pate
Kate & Richard Preece
Pugh Family
Rene Rambo-Rodgers
Deborah & Wayne Rechmitz
Eileen & Lindsay Rice
Jini & Terrence Rooney
Robert Rucinski
Sandra Ruliffson

Casey Sasner
Patricia Silk
Rutherford and Singelstad, Inc.
Nancy & Roy Stotts
Susan Strachan & Gavin Payne
Sahar Shahin
Bina & Sandeep Shrimali
Anita Shrimali
Pamela & Wayne Swafford
Sheila F. Tarbet & Vern Muhr
Rob & Jasmine Tarkoff
Unique Homes and Investments
Jorge Velarde
Lynne & Carl Walter
Martha & John Warbritton
Eileen & Josh Winfrey
Carole & James Wolf
Richard Wong
Dawn & Al Wood
Mei-Xing Zhao & Albert Koo

Donors up to $249
Aetna, Inc.
Janet & Sean Absher                 
Karen & Jamil Abu-Hamdeh 
Denise Acker & Greg Mah-Hing
Sachin Agrawal
Barbara L. Anast
Heather & Erik Andersen
Sandra Anderson
Dorothy Ardissone
Juli Baier
Jane & Michael Balg
Catherine Barber
Julia Bates
Chelsea Behrens & Steven Jolton
Helen Benjamin
Louise Benner
Karen & Patrick Beraud
Andra & Steve Berkman
Cori Bertucio
Brandy Bingham
Margaret & Oskar Boehler
Kathryn & John Boyle
Lorie Brillinger, CNM
Alan Briskin
Rachel Broadwin
Cheryl & Richard Brown
James & Pat Brown
Tara Bruckert
Laurie & Larry Brunkow
Chris Buchanan
Leah & Scott Bullen
Carol Wilson-Bunn & Jim Bunn
Helen D. Bunn

Alison Burke
Renee & Michael Bush
Michelle Bushong, CNM, MSN, RNC
Steve & Sheryl Cardiff
Jim Carpenter, MD
Catherine Carr
Brenda Carter
Cathy & Greg Carter
Perry & Rosemary Carter
Rita Casey
Rica & Craig Chudler
Gilberto Cooper
Sue & Jim Cosenza
Jeanice Cummings
Arthur D’harlingue
Dawn Dailey
Peter Dao
Stephanie & Christopher Dauer
Margee Dean
Karen Degen
Natalie Delmore
Lauren & Nicholas Doko
Robert Dowell
Jody Downes & John Thomas Vallee
Dr. S. L. Dudeck
Mara Duncan
Rosemary Marks Durant
Renee Egan
Rosinel Ermio
Sunun & John Faulkner
Lynne Faulks & Larry Leavitt
Dick Fauver
Jessica & Harold Fernandez
Laura & Martin Finnerty
Rev. George Fitzgerald, CSP
Floral Occasions
Van Fong
Raymond C. Force III
Stephen & Kimberly Fowler
Dynell Garron Lewis
Margaret & Chris Gelini
Susan & Stephen George
Bill & Vicki Gill
Theresa Gonzales
Jill & Gene Gonzalez
Steve Graham
Itika Greene
Nina & Gordon Greenwood
Yvette Greenwood-Whittaker
Elaine & Dale Grothmann
Jolanda Gumlia-Parker
Kathleen Haley
Amanda Halliday
Christy Hamrick
Lynn Harrington-Golde

Ruth & Bruce Helsel
Terry Henderson
Terri Hernandez & Bret Jones
Glenn R. Hill
Laura & David Hill
Joyce Hohengarten
Irene Hollister
Mary Holmes
Jill Honeyman
Alice and Joseph Hoppe
Linda Horton
Deborah Jackson
Judy & Dave Johnson
Lindsay & Mark Johnson
Mary Johnson
Bari Johnson-Glass
Mignon & Ralph Jolton
Pat Jones
Mary Anne Jorde
Allison & Joel Jung
Mary Ann & Joel Jutovsky
Michael Kaplan
Karalee & Larry Keefer
Matthew Kellner
Man-li Kelly
Robin & David Kempster
Liz & Joe Kent
Karen Kern
Marsha King & Richard Jacobsohn
Valerie Kovacovich
Elizabeth Kramer
Martine & Mahadevan Krishnan
Barbara Kwartz
Lois Corrin Lafayette
Jennifer Lawson
Morgan Le
Nina & Henry Lederman
Mark Lehocky
Susan & Dave Leonard
Estelle Levine
Star Lightner
Darla & Steve Lucas
Jack Lucas
Melissa & Daniel Lucas
Jessica Luginbuhl
Sheryl Magzamen
Lawrence Mansbach
Suzanne & Larry Margerum 
Tiffany Margulici
Jasmin Martin
Susan Martin
Diane & Robert Martinez
Bryn Martyna
John Marvel
Pat & Pat McCulley
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Nancy & George McInnis
Mildred McInnis
Amish Mehta
Julie & Steve Meineke
Nikki & Frank Melon
Walter Miller
Rochelle & Jeffrey Mishkin
Reginald & Desaun Moore
The Morrison Foerster Foundation
Eva Mourad
Judy Murphy
Yasaman Nazmi Lee
Almarie & Ralph Nefdt
Erika Nestor
Camisha Nettles
Carol & Marvin Neveu
Andrew Oliver
Wendy Oliver
Erma & Ronald Olsen
Joanne Onsager
Sharon Palmer
Susan Parsons
Nilay Patel
Sona Patel
Rachel Pedemonte
Carol Penskar
Liz a& Steve Peterson
Shery & Stewart Proctor
Judy & Jay Puckett
Kenneth Quitoriano
Karla Robinson
Dr. Nialle Roche
Patrick Roche
Kenneth Ross
Lusijah Rott
Bonnie & Kim Sabott
Kay & Matt Sander
Susan & John Sanders
Melissa Sanve
Laura Sato
Noreen Schimmel
Dawn & Bob Schlosser
Pamela & Gary Schroeder
Winnie Shamash
Marcy Sharafian
Rose Sheifer
Calvin Shih
Noreen Schimmel
Phuong & John Simpson
Harriet Smilen
Liz Spander
Lisa St. George
Linda & David Stern
Debra Stewart
Leslie Anne Stinson
Sara Swafford
Mike Taigman
Winny Tan
Kendra Tasker
Melvin Terry
Kara Theiding
Tony & Olivia Tiscareno
Ryan Tovani
Margaret Trost
Valley Crest Companies
Kenneth Veach
Kathi & Joseph Wahed

Bruno Walker
Judy Walters
Jonelyn Weed
Tat Welcome
Nancy Wenck
Steve Wheeler
Sally & Brad Whittaker
Janis & Robert Wicks
Elizabeth Williams
Karen & Ken Winfrey
Barbara & Rusty Woodbury
Alyssa Wulf
Jany Xu
Kelley Yanes
Julia Yoshino
Patt Young
Risa Yuhas
Sandy & Sidney Zusman

2009 Adopt-A-Family 
Participants
Miquila Alejandre
Mara Amato
Isami Arifuku
Aiyana Armijo
Robert Asato
Lisa Baggs
Colin Baker
Vickie Barclay
Kim Bearden
Samantha Berkich
Janice Bettiga
Leann Bischoff
Sarah Bradford
Cheryl Brown
Tara Bruckert
Alison Burke
Laureen Burnett
Janine & Manny Campana
Susan Campbell
Amy Capurro
Clare Carlson
Mariella Castillo
Kathryn Caulfield
Amy Chang
Robby Chavez
Vanessa Chiu
Lisa Christensen
Jerrie Clark-Cooley
Serena Clayton
Mary & John Coleman
Annaliza Constantino
Barbara Cooper
Gilberto Cooper
Brian Curtis
Pastor Darnell
Tom Davis
Wendy Dernbach
Carol Dickson
Jenene Dotson
Tiffany Easley
Robin Ebding
Ingrid Ekstrom
Sue English
Paula Erickson
Danna Fabella
Curtis Falk

Nick Fedotoff
Mike Fogel
Bernardita Fong
Seth Frohman
Rhonda Gambrell
Pamela George
Maria Giudice
Allison Greenly
Gordon Greenwood
Andrea Grumley
Beverly & Rick Guevara
Ken Haub
Elaine Hennessy
Anita Hernandez
Jan Hester
Gail Hicks
Feliz Hill
Hillary Hobbs
Raphael Hoch
Kimberly Holt
Lori Huhn
Jonna Hurrell
Sara Innis
Karen James Smith
Wallace Jill
Juanita & Leroy Johnson
William Johnston
Francine & David Jolton
Victoria Jones
Anita Kee
Karen Kern
Ruth Konoff
Jennifer Kornblum
Elizabeth Kramer
Andrew Kraus
Maria Kronen
Susan Lam
Carolyn Lamar
Kari Ligutom
Kerrie Lindstrom
Shauna Lobré
Sonya Lowe
Steve Lucas
Paula Lucchini
Jeremey Lupidus
Dana Macintyre
Johnnia Mack
Arianna Mah
Nany Mandell
Carol Manuel
Bryn Martyna
Kris McBride
Robbi McComb
Michelle McDonald
Stephanie McDonald
Mara & George McGrath
Milly McInnis
Deanna McIntosh
Donna McNichol
Sondra Menefee
Dennis Merideth
Lissa Merit
Greg, Roger, Charles & Talli
  Merrill-Daniels
Elvira Miles
Willa Miller
Ann Montalvo

Erin Mulcahy
Barbara & Mike Neale
Carol & Marvin Neveu
Cheryl Olson
Gwendolyn Ortiz
Valerie Pagnini
Elizabeth Palomeque
John Pappas
Ruth Pedro
Stefanie Peischl
Nick Perez
Martha Perez
Denise Perry
Kaitlin Petersen
Amy Radovich
Barbara Reasoner
David Rehkopf
Courtney Reiff
Dianne Rey
Jaime Reyna
Anita Rice
Wanda Riley
Cheryl Ryner
Clifton Santiful
Katie Santos
Jill Schalet
Jackie Schroder
Jonathon Schroeder
Tom Schultz
Paul Schwartz
Alison Seevak
Nicolle Seuss
Jeri Shipley
Patty Silk
Abby Smith
Trish Snowden
Jessica Souza
Nancy Sparrowe
Lisa St George
Julie Stammers
Cynthia Stratton
Gary Sudduth
Marna Tanaka
Tracey Telles
Karla Tesch
Beth Thomsen
Parry Tong
Lisa Torres
Janiele Tovani
Julie Town
Pauline Tracy
Jennifer Troger
Debbie Tsujimoto
Torrey Turner
Zoe Turton
Julie Twichell
Bill Vaculin
Anissa Valdez
Jeanine Van Dalsem
Cincy Ward-Polk
Deborah Watson
Denise Wellander
Allison Wesley
Janis & Robert Wicks
Bill Wise
Katie Woodall
Anna Wooldridge

Alyssa Wulf
Gary Yabrove
Greg Yount
Risa Yuhas

In-Kind Donors
and Volunteers
Carol Abernathy
Denise Acker & Greg Mah-Hing
Cathleen Akina 
Alhambra Valley Ranch
Heather & Erik Andersen
Anderson’s Conn Valley Vineyards
Patricia Andrews
Shonta Archie
Aveda
Bank of the West
Michelle Baptiste
Bare Escentuals
Karen & Eric Baymiller
Orli Bein
Jessica Benner
Cori Bertucio
Margaret Bickar
Crissy Bill
Brandy Bingham
Blackhawk Country Club
Jill & Chris Botsford
Theresa Boughn
Eileen Fisher
Cheryl & Richard Brown
Leah & Scott Bullen
Kim Burris
Alana Callagy
Kathryn Caulfield
CDW
Charles Krug Winery
Tana Ching
Connie Collier
Karen & John Cooper
Melissa & Brian Corcoran
Margot & Mario Corona
CorpTrav Management 
Julie Cosenza
April & Ken Cudding
Cheryl Cushing
Veronica & Troy Dangerfield
Ann Daniels
Jennifer Daniels
Rupa Datta
Linda Davidson
Brent de Groot
Karen De Hart
Domaine Chandon
Jennifer Driscoll
Elizabeth Dunham
Diane Dwyer
Burke Eiteljorg
Julie Ellis
Fantasy Forum Actors Ensemble 
Sunun & John Faulkner
Judy Feins
Laura & Martin Finnerty
Lana & Kenneth Fitzpatrick
Kenia Flores-Garcia
Bernadita Fong
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Melissa Froemming Calabira
Natalie Garrett
Carla Gelbaum
Jennifer George
the girl and the fig
John Glass
Irene Go
Jeff Goffo
Beth Goldberg
Golfsmith
Josh Gravenmier
Chris Grcevich
Nina & Gordon Greenwood
David Griest
Sandy Gustafson
Jessica Guynn
Carol Anne Hale & Jeff Ulmer
Tambra Harck
Frank Haswell
Katherine Havener
Kerry Hester
Karen Hirtzel
CC Holland
Don Holley, CMT
Pauline & Kris Holst
Elaine & Jim Holt
Nancy Hom
Jill Honeyman
Yuan F. Huang
Hyatt Regency Embarcadero
Gianluca Iannaccone
Lauren Inman-Semenau
Mayada and Richard Innenberg
Dennis Jenkins
DeeDee & David Jenson
John Muir Women’s Health Center
Francine Jolton, MD &
  Mr. David Stone

Cheryl & Chris Johns
Mignon & Ralph Jolton
Lilly Jones
Barbara & Frank Jordan
Chetan Kamdar
Ellie Kaplan
Judi Karcher
Paula Keeler
Brooke Kennedy
Denise Kent Romo
Karen Kern
Erika Lake
Melissa Lange
Yvette & Chris Lardge
Lark Creek Restaurant
Alecia Larson
Corey Lawrence
Patricia Leeds
Jeff Leonoudakis
JoAnn Leiberman
Susan A. Loria
Heather Lorier
Winnie Lu
Allison & Joel Jung
MacArthur Place
Lorraine MacFarlane
Colleen MacKenna
Andrew Magee
Jenn Marshall
Lorna H. Martyn
John Marvel
Lilian & George Massarweh
Roma McCaig
Dr. Barbara Bunn McCullough &
  Stuart McCullough
Ann Marie & Robert McGee
Thomas McGee
Meadowood Napa Valley

Helena & Peter Medtcalfe-Singelstad
Nikki & Frank Melon
Miner Family Winery
Stacy Mittler and Avigael Culinary 
Concierge Services LLC
Shannon Moe & Chris Gill
Jerry Mosher
Murietta’s Well
Ken & Dayle Myers
Sarah Naish
Suzanne Nalipinski
Nan Phelps Photography
Adrianne Nash
Saied Nazeri
Almarie & Ralph Nefdt
New Mecca Cafe
David Nixon 
Steve Norfleet, Silcon Valley Bank
The North Face
Craig & Nini Norton
Matty Norwood
Nutritional Counseling Services
Kate Owens
Marcy Parisi, MA
Jody Parsons & Richard Wong
Sarah Pascual
Mary Ann Pate
Kerry Pate
Ruth Pedro
Peet’s Coffee & Tea, Corte Madera
Tracy & Jim Per Lee
Cassandra Permenter
The Pilotti Family
Debra Pitts & Brian Garrett
Phil Porter
Kate & Richard Preece
Sheila Proctor
Francesca Puccini

Community Connections
We are energized by our community partnerships, for we know “it takes a village 
to raise a child.” Here’s a sample of the ways in which we engage with partners to 
serve families. Check out the Calendars on our website for details:
April 19	 Breastfeeding Support Group, in partnership with WIC, in Richmond
April 24	 Week of the Young Child Event, in partnership with First 5 of Contra
	 Costa, in Pittsburg
May 6	 Children’s Mental Health Awareness Day Celebration, in Oakland
June 19	 Unity in the Community, in partnership with the Bay Point 
	 Partnership, in Bay Point
June 23	 Health-Wealth Connections Symposium,	 in Oakland

Every Mother Matters

Celebrate the Important
Mother in Your Life

This Mother’s Day, Brighter Beginnings invites 
you to help the vulnerable mothers in our 

community by honoring the mothers in your life, 
because Every Mother Matters. You can dedicate 

a donation in her honor and we will send her
a Mother’s Day card on your behalf.

You can donate on-line to our
Every Mother Matters appeal at
www.brighter-beginnings.org

Because every  family matters and
every child deserves a happy, healthy future.

Judy & Jay Puckett
Debra Pugel
Punt - Purveyors of Fine & Rare Wines
Danica Ratkovich
John Ravella
Mike Reardon
Hannah Reed
Eileen & Lindsay Rice
Cita Richeson
Jill Riter
Ian Robinson
Dr. Nialle Roche
Sandra Ruliffson
Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse
Rutherford and Singelstad, Inc.
Saint Mary’s College 
  Athletic Department
Mariani & Jon Salmon
Olivia Salmon
Andrea & Steve Salmon
San Jose Sharks
Susan & John Sanders
Jill Schalet
Barry Schneider
Colleen & Jonathan Schulman
Sherry Schwallie
Saunak Sen
Ryan Shallat
Bina & Sandeep Shrimali
Anita & Melvin Siegel
Anne Single
Anne Singsank
Small & Elegant Hotels, International
Kelly Soto
Kathleen Stanfill
David Stern
Janet Stickman
SVB Financial Group 

Pamela & Wayne Swafford
Assembly Member Sandre Swanson
Jaclyn Swigart
Symantec
John Tarabini
Tamas Estates
Kellie Thomas
Brian Thomas
Darryl Toney
Parry Tong
Trader Joe’s
Lisa Truong
John Urbanski
Nicole Valega
Reynaldo Valle
Brian Vaughn
Virgin America
Dorothy Walker
Jill & William Wallace
Julianne Walsh
Marty & Dave Webb
Denis Weil
Ann Whitbeck-Stokols
Sally & Brad Whittaker
Alan Williams
Carole & James Wolf
Dawn & Al Wood
Barbara & Rusty Woodbury
Jason Woodworth
Kristine Wynddham
Kelley Yanes
Joan Yao
The Yoga Company
Julia Yoshino
Linda Yoshizawa
April Joy Zaat
Mei-Xing Zhao & Albert Koo

  


